ABSTRACT
55
Perkinsus spp. belong to a family of protistan parasites infecting a wide variety of 56 marine molluscs (clams, oysters, abalones, mussels, scallops, etc) (Villalba et al., 2004) .
57
This genus includes seven species, some of which are associated with mass mortalities.
58
For example, P. marinus is the causative agent of massive mortalities in native oysters,
59
-5 - 
Experimental infections and mortalities

230
Manila clams were experimentally infected via intramuscular injection with P.
231
olseni that were isolated from naturally infected clams. This inoculation route was 
The general response of haemocytes to P. olseni infection
272
Haemocytes were selected to analyse the effect of P. olseni infection because they 
Gene expression profile after P. olseni infection 294
According to the enrichment analysis, the immune response was down-regulated 295 at 5 days after infection. The GO terms included processes such as response to stimulus, The production of free radicals derived from oxygen and nitrogen is associated 
